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Overview 

Sherman ISD applied to the Texas Education Agency and was awarded Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief III (ESSER III) funds under the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021. The total 
amount of funds allocated is $13,352,501 The intent and purpose of the funding are to sustain the safe 
operation of schools and address student learning needs due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The ESSER III funds must be spent by September 2024.  Per requirements, the development of a plan for 
the use of these funds was made with educators and other required stakeholders.  Consultation with district 
and campus leadership occurred to begin discussing possible strategies that were allowable expenditures 
through ESSER III funds. A stakeholder survey sought feedback to guide and support the instructional and 
expenditure plans for these funds. An update for the Use of Funds Plan was presented to the Board of 
Trustees and Community for Public Comment at the Sherman Board of Trustees meeting in March, 2022. 

Sherman ISD, in consultation with stakeholders, has identified three priority areas for the use of the ESSER 



III funds. These areas are: 

● Student Learning Needs 
● Increasing Campus Technology Connectivity 
● Health and Safety Enhancements 

To provide feedback please click here. 
 

 
Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and 

Continuity of Services Plan 
2022-2023 

 
Sherman ISD's Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan will be reviewed and 
revised as needed, at least every six months, until Sept. 30, 2024. This process will include stakeholder 
input provided by district leadership, stakeholder surveys, and our District Improvement Committee. 
Stakeholder input will be considered during reviews of the plan. 

Sherman ISD looks forward to welcoming all students back to school for the 2022-2023 school year.  We 
continue to monitor the guidance of local, county, and state health agencies to ensure we find an appropriate 
balance of health and safety procedures that afford us the opportunity to also ensure high levels of student 
learning.   
 
The following health and safety protocols, subject to additional TEA guidance, will be in place for the 2022-
2023 school year. 

 
 

Health and Safety Measures  
 
Infection Control Measures 

● Per Governor Abbott’s Executive Order, face coverings are optional for students, staff, and visitors. 
In determining individual preference, families may refer to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) for current guidance and 
recommendations regarding face coverings. 

● Proper handwashing for staff and students is expected throughout the day. 
● Students are encouraged to bring a water bottle each day in order to access water fountains for filling 

of water containers. 
● With respect to health and safety policies, all Individual Health Plans, 504 Plans, and Individualized 

Education Plans (IEP’s) will be followed. 
 

Campus Procedures Related to COVID-19 
 
COVID-19 cases should be reported to the campus nurse or supervisor.  All positive cases will be reported 
to the Grayson County Health Department. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScsJv5kLlDD-tc-FSR7lkB3lYUAGZ3ZmRVxg_D5BaMhM4kHpA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://services.aap.org/en/news-room/news-releases/aap/2021/american-academy-of-pediatrics-updates-recommendations-for-opening-schools-in-fall-2021/


 
● Staff will not conduct close contact reviews, and students and staff will not be required to quarantine 

for exposure. 
● Students with COVID-19 should not attend school in person during their most infectious period:  

○ For at least five days after symptoms begin and,  
○ Until they have been without a fever for at least 24-hours without taking fever-reducing 

medication and, 
○ All other symptoms are improving.  

● Staff with a lab-confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19 may discontinue isolation under the following 
conditions: 

○ If symptomatic, at least 5 days have passed since symptom onset, and fever free, and other 
symptoms have improved. 

○ For those with no symptoms, at least 5 days after the day they tested positive. 
 

Clinic Procedures Related to COVID-19 
● Students or staff who present with symptoms will be evaluated and assessed by the school nurse. 
● Nurses will provide parents/staff with the aforementioned return to school criteria. 

 
Health Screenings 

● Staff, students, and visitors are encouraged to monitor their health conditions daily. 
● Visitors will be allowed on campus according to standard visiting rules. 
● Parents or guardians should screen their child each day for infectious disease before sending their 

child to school.   
 

Learning Environments 
● Daily disinfection of campus and district facilities, including emphasis on high touch surfaces. 
● Classrooms that have had an individual with a confirmed case of COVID-19 will receive enhanced 

disinfection per industry standards. 
● Hand sanitizer provided in each classroom, entrances, and throughout common spaces. 
● Upgrades to HVAC have been completed to support indoor air quality. 

 
Student Nutrition / Lunch 

● Follow recommended health and safety measures related to food preparation. 
● Sanitizing and hand washing practices in all areas of the kitchen and serving area. 

 
 

Transportation 
● Ridership will remain at typical district capacity. 
● All buses will be cleaned on a regular basis. 

 

 
Continuity of Services Plan 



 
The delivery of instruction during the 2022-2023 school year will consist of all students learning in-person at 
our Sherman ISD campuses.  Students will attend school on a regular instructional schedule and will engage 
in face-to-face learning on campus all day, five days a week.  Student engagement and participation are 
critical to student success in learning.  Communication and the partnership between teachers and parents 
is vital as we work together to provide an excellent educational experience for students that supports their 
social, emotional, and academic growth. 

 

Academic and Instructional Information 
Design and Delivery of Instruction 
Sherman ISD is committed to providing rigorous learning and ensuring students have equitable experiences 
and access to high quality instruction. Students will engage in high quality learning experiences aligned to 
Sherman ISD curriculum and the state academic standards called the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
(TEKS).  Sherman ISD will utilize strategies and best practices to design learning activities for all students.  
Learning experiences will be designed to meet the needs of the learner. Accommodations and support 
services are provided.   

 
Learning Tools 
Sherman ISD is committed to providing high quality instruction and relevant learning tools for all students.  
Students will have access to online resources through the Sherman ISD’s district single sign-on platform.  
Digital resources for intervention purposes such as iReady, iXL, mClass and Edgenuity, in addition to the 
implementation of the Canvas learning management system.  These tools help organize assignments, 
boosts digital collaboration and fosters communication.  

 
Monitoring Progress 
Teachers will utilize classroom-based methods for monitoring student academic progress.  When designing 
learning for students, teachers should ensure students have specific opportunities to interact with content 
and show progress.  Teachers should incorporate a variety of assessment methods including self-
assessment, that allow students’ to gauge their own progress and identify areas for growth.  This can include 
teacher created formative assessments, projects, and unit tests to measure student progress and learning. 
 
In addition to these classroom-based methods for monitoring student academic progress, Sherman ISD will 
use a variety of district diagnostic tools to assess academic progress and inform classroom instruction. 
 

● Sherman ISD has selected mCLASS Texas Edition from the Commissioner’s approved list of early 
literacy diagnostic tools for the 2023-2023 school year.  mCLASS Texas Edition provides a full 
assessment solution, enabling teachers to leverage and connect valuable student data from the 
beginning of a student’s literacy journey to later grades, reflecting a reliable and valid view of every 
student’s progression.  mCLASS Texas Edition offers teacher-administered assessments that 
includes efficient one-minute measures, a built-in dyslexia screener, and robust reports for teachers 
and administrators.  Complementing the assessment tool, mCLASS Texas Edition includes support 
for teacher-led and student-driven instruction, including intervention.  Amplify Reading consists of an 
adaptive reading curriculum providing personalized instruction and practice.  mCLASS and Amplify 
Reading will be utilized in Kindergarten through Grade 2. 

● iReady is a computer-based adaptive assessment that measures each student’s academic growth 
throughout the school year and over time.  This series of interim assessments will be administered at 



the beginning, middle, and end of the school year.  Teachers will utilize this assessment data to inform 
instruction, personalize learning, and monitor the individual growth of students.  Personalized 
assessment data provides a strong foundation supporting student goal setting and promoting 
academic growth.  District implementation consists of math assessments for students in Kindergarten 
through Grade 2 to promote proficiency in early childhood math.  Students in Grades 3 through 8 will 
engage in assessments in the content areas of math, reading and language. 

● The Texas Education Agency (TEA) has created Online Interim Assessments that align to the Texas 
Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).  Interim assessments measure a student’s understanding of 
a broad span of student expectations to monitor progress, predict summative performance, and 
identify students for intervention. Sherman ISD will utilize the online interim assessments in the areas 
of 3rd -8th Grade RLA, Math, Social Studies, Science and Algebra I, Biology, English I and II, and US 
History. 
 

Teachers will provide timely feedback in order to guide students towards mastery of specific skills.  Overall 
progress on learning outcomes will be communicated.  Grades assess student learning and mastery of 
content and performance standards (TEKS).  Grades will reflect student achievement and communicate 
progress to parents.   

 
Academic Support 
Instruction will be purposefully designed for students in need of academic intervention and accelerated 
learning.  Academic support, such as differentiated small group instruction and intervention-focused 
tutorials, will be scheduled to best meet the academic needs of students.  Administrators and teachers will 
communicate designated times and scheduled offerings for academic support.   
 
Sherman ISD has enhanced and expanded summer learning opportunities for students in need of additional 
academic support and course credit recovery. 

 
Social Emotional Learning (SEL) & Mental Health Support Systems 
 
Sherman ISD recognizes the challenges many families are experiencing during the COVID-19 public health 
crisis. Sherman ISD will strive to meet each student’s academic, social, and emotional needs, build 
community, and provide a safe and caring learning environment for everyone. We will address the social, 
emotional, and mental health of students and staff by following these best practices:  
 
Social Emotional Learning 
Social and emotional learning (SEL) is the process through which children and adults understand and 
manage emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and show empathy for others, establish and maintain 
positive relationships, and make responsible decisions.  

● Sherman High School and Middle School students will be using the 7 Mindsets curriculum.  
● Elementary Students will be using the R Time curriculum.  
● Pre-K students will use Frog Street: Early Childhood Education, Curriculum, Materials  

 
School-Based Mental Health Services 

● Sherman High School, Sherman Middle School, and Piner Middle School students have access to a 
mental health professional on their campus for support and referrals to community agencies. Ask 
your school counselor about a referral.  



● Sherman ISD employs partnerships with Communities in Schools, Grant Halliburton, Texoma 
Community Center, Telemental health through Texas Children Health Access Through Telemedicine 
(TCHATT), and the Grayson County Child Advocacy Center to provide relevant mental health 
information and services to students. 

● Counselors and staff will use a referral system for identifying and serving individuals who need 
targeted support. If you have a concern about your student, please contact your child’s school 
counselor.  

 
Family Support 
In 2021-22 Sherman ISD began a partnership with Communities In Schools of the Dallas Region (CISDR). 
Communities in Schools (CIS) site coordinators are placed on all elementary and secondary campuses.  
They will provide resources and additional support to our students and families. More information about 
Communities in Schools can be found at www.cisdallas.org 

  
 

Student Nutrition 
Since 2020, many families have received free breakfast and lunch through the Sherman ISD Student 
Nutrition Department, however this year the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has not 
extended waivers allowing for free breakfast and lunch meals for students enrolled at campuses that 
participate in the National School lunch program. 
 
Due to this change in federal policy, Sherman ISD families who want to qualify for a free or reduced-price 
meal will be required to complete an application for the 2022-2023 school year. The free and/or reduced-
price meals application will be available for parents/guardians on the student nutrition webpage, 
https://www.shermanisd.net/Page/329 

 
Continuity of Services 
If a campus temporarily closes during the school year, Sherman ISD will continue, to the extent possible, to 
provide academic learning and essential services to students. 

 
Communication Plan 
In addition, the following outlines Sherman ISD’s communication plan: 

● The District made its plan public on the Sherman ISD website. 
● The District has created its plan in an understandable and uniform format. 
● The District’s plan is, to the extent practicable, written in a language that parents can understand, or 

if not practicable, orally translated. 
● The District will, upon request by a parent who is an individual with a disability, provide the plan in an 

alternative format accessible to that parent. 
● The District will periodically review and revise its plan as needed, at least every six months. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.cisdallas.org/
https://www.shermanisd.net/Page/329

